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A line on a state fish 
Boy casting about for legislative support 
to exalt alligator gar. — Arkansas, 1B 


Hogs sneak by Tigers 
Alley-oop to Daniel Gafford snaps UA’s 
three-game drought. — Sports, 1C 
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In the news 


H Heidi Lilley, Kia Sinclair 
and Ginger Pierro, who 
were ticketed in 2016 in La- 
conia, N.H., after they went 
topless at Weirs Beach, are 
taking their challenge of a 
city ordinance prohibiting 
public nudity to the state 
Supreme Court, arguing 
that there’s no state law 
forbidding female topless- 
ness and that the ordinance 
is discriminatory since men 
are allowed to go shirtless. 


E Mark Wayne Thomp- 
son, 50, a former U.S. Postal 
Service worker in rural Lou- 
isiana, has pleaded guilty to 
a single count of delaying 
or destroying the mail for 
burning at least 20 tubs of 
mail over five months. 


E Chris McCabe, a 
70-year-old butcher, said 
that after he became 
trapped in a walk-in freezer 
at his shop in Totnes, En- 
gland, he used a 3-pound 
frozen sausage “like a bat- 
tering ram” to escape the 
minus-4 degrees cold. 


E Greg Yotsuya, a spokes- 
man for police in Ceres, Ca- 
lif., said Lydia Nicholson, 
68, was fatally shot by her 
28-year-old son, Matthew, 
after he became upset over 
a video game, she went to 
check on him and the two 
got into an argument. 


E Ishnar Marie Lopez’s 
murder-for-hire plot fell 
apart after a couple she 
hired to target a woman 
who was dating a “man she 
loved” killed the wrong 
woman, authorities in Os- 
ceola County, Fla., said. 


E Lt. Aaron Bahamonde 
of the Police Department 
in Newtown, Conn., said 
officers feared that a rob- 
bery or hostage situation 
was occurring when a bank 
employee wrote “HELP” as 
ajoke on fogged-up glass on 
the front door, prompting 
a customer to call 911 and 
the responding police to 
cite the employee. 


E David Gowan, security 
director for the Bibb Coun- 
ty, Ga., school district, said a 
criminal investigation is ac- 
tive after a student carried a 
loaded 9mm gun into his el- 
ementary school classroom. 


E Kendall Reid Bishop, 
21, had drugs in her system 
when her 7-week-old son 
died as a result of co-sleep- 
ing, resulting in charges 
against Bishop that include 
unlawful conduct toward a 
child, authorities in Pickens 
County, S.C., said. 


E Stephan Salot, a Bay- 
onne, N.J., police officer, 
was faulted in an internal 
review for leaving Kieran 
Walsh, 59, on the side of the 
road, forcing him to walk 
home on a recently partially 
amputated foot, after Salot 
stopped Walsh’s car and 
had it towed because it had 
a handicap placard hanging 
from the rearview mirror 
while Walsh was driving 
and the car’s registration 
was expired. 


WEATHER 
LITTLE ROCK 
Today Mostly cloudy. 
High 35, light s 
variable winds. ~ 
Tonight Partly ~ 
cloudy and os 
cold. — 
Low 26. 
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AP/MAJDI MOHAMMED 


An Israeli soldier fires tear gas Saturday in the West Bank village of Nabi Saleh near Ramallah 
during clashes with Palestinian protesters demanding the release of a Palestinian woman and 
her 16-year-old daughter along with other activists who have been arrested in recent weeks. 


In emails, UA athletics 
vows to help foundation 


ERIC BESSON 
AND AZIZA MUSA 
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 

The University of Arkan- 
sas, Fayetteville athletic de- 
partment pledged last sum- 
mer to help its nonprofit 
fundraising arm collect more 
money from students “even if 
it’s outside our job descrip- 
tion,” according to emails 
released under Arkansas’ 
open-records law. 

The campus, because it 


Missing a 
court date 
pricey for 
everyone 


Tool helps judges 
gauge no-shows 


EMMA PETTIT 
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 

On a January morning 
in Jacksonville, Gary Smith 
brakes, parks and stares at 
where a house ought to be. 

The Pulaski County 
sheriff’s deputy is looking 
for a woman who missed a 
court date after a 2014 ar- 
rest. 

Normally, Smith would 
approach the front door, rap 
his knuckles against wood 
and wait. But there is no 
front door, no trace of foun- 
dation, just a corner parcel 
of yellow grass. 

“That was easy,” Smith 
says before he tells his ac- 
companying deputy the 
next address. 

Smith, who works in 
the warrants division, will 
spend his shift searching for 
people who failed to appear 
in Pulaski County Circuit 
Court. 

At initial hearings, when 
setting bail, district and cir- 
cuit judges try to determine 
who won’t skip court or 
re-offend if released before 
trial. 

Right now, judges in Pu- 
laski County often have lit- 
tle to go on: a police report, 
a glimpse of the defendant’s 
personal history, and that’s 
it. With scant details, they 
decide who should re-enter 

See NO-SHOWS, Page 3A 


has more promotional might 
than the booster-funded Ra- 
zorback Foundation, would 
better advertise the founda- 
tion’s $15-per-year “collegiate 
membership” program going 
forward, Senior Associate 
Athletic Director Chris Freet 
told the nonprofit’s director 
in an August email. 

“We have a full-time mar- 
keting and communication 
teams, while RFI does not,” 
Freet wrote, referring to 


Razorback Foundation Inc. 
“Even if it’s outside our job 
description, we need to go 
above and beyond whenever 
possible.” 

The UA has long sold 
memberships to students on 
the foundation’s behalf, an 
arrangement that raises the 
possibility that the nonprofit 
foundation — which officials 
say can withhold records 
from the public because it re- 

See FEES, Page 5A 


o AE 
AP/MOISES CASTILLO 


Guatemalan police officers escort ruling-party lawmaker Julio 
Antonio Juarez Ramirez to a courtroom Saturday in Guatemala 
City after he was arrested on charges of orchestrating the slay- 


ings of two journalists in 2015. 


Article, 9A 


Trump threat 
angers Iran, 
dismays allies 


Tehran not budging on deal, 
says new penalties cross line 


COMPILED BY 
DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE STAFF 
FROM WIRE REPORTS 


Iran’s Foreign Ministry 
said Saturday that it would 
not agree to any changes to 
the nuclear deal, as President 
Donald Trump has demand- 
ed, and it vowed a “serious 
response” to new U.S. sanc- 
tions that it said crossed a 
red line. 

The countries that nego- 
tiated the multilateral 2015 
agreement with the United 
States were thrown into con- 
fusion, anger and disapprov- 
al over Trump’s ultimatum 
Friday to withdraw from the 
deal within months if his 
conditions are not met. 

Trump is insisting on 
changes to the nuclear deal 
and U.S. law that would be 
difficult if not impossible 
to finesse. He wants Iran to 
allow the immediate inspec- 
tion of all sites as requested 
by U.N. inspectors, and he 
demands no lapse of the 
“sunset” provisions impos- 


ing curbs on Iran’s nuclear 
program. He also wants Con- 
gress to modify U.S. law to 
link missile tests and nuclear 
weapons programs, as well 
as impose trigger points that 
would automatically snap 
sanctions back into place. 

Russia called Trump’s re- 
marks “extremely negative.” 
China said the deal now fac- 
es “complicating factors.” 
And the European Union 
said it would “assess” the 
implications. 

But the strongest reaction 
came from Tehran, which 
agreed under the deal to 
curb its nuclear program and 
allow intrusive inspections 
of its nuclear facilities in ex- 
change for relief from pun- 
ishing economic sanctions. 
Trump reluctantly extended 
waivers on the sanctions Fri- 
day but said it was the last 
time he would do so without 
the changes. 

A Foreign Ministry state- 
ment reported by the state- 


See IRAN, Page 9A 


New nuke muscle 
in proposal billed 
as threat deterrent 


COMPILED BY 
DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE STAFF 
FROM WIRE REPORTS 

WASHINGTON — With 
Russia in mind, the Trump 
administration is aiming to 
develop new nuclear fire- 
power that it says will make 
it easier to deter threats to 
European allies. 

The plan, not yet ap- 
proved by President Donald 
Trump, is intended to make 
nuclear conflict less likely. 
Critics argue that it would 
do the opposite. 

The proposal is spelled 
out in a policy document, 
known officially as a nucle- 
ar posture review, that puts 
the U.S. in a generally more 
aggressive nuclear stance. It 
is the first review of its kind 
since 2010 and is among sev- 
eral studies of security strat- 
egy undertaken since Trump 
took office. A variation of 
the review was carried out 
by each of the previous two 
administrations, and typical- 
ly informs strategy for years 
going forward. 

In many ways it reaf- 


Alert sets off 
Hawaii panic 


COMPILED BY 
DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE STAFF 
FROM WIRE REPORTS 

HONOLULU — A 
false alarm about a bal- 
listic missile headed for 
Hawaii sent the islands 
into a panic Saturday, 
with people abandoning 
cars on a highway and 
preparing to flee their 
homes until officials 
said the cellphone alert 
was a mistake. 

Nevertheless, the 
messages alarmed many 
in a state where fears of 
an attack by North Ko- 
rea have been height- 

See ALERT, Page 9A 


firms the nuclear policy of 
President Barack Obama, 
including his commitment 
to replace all key elements 
of the nuclear arsenal with 

See NUCLEAR, Page 8A 


Crews pump mud away from U.S. 101 in Montecito, Calif., on Saturday as cleanup from deadly 
mudslides continues. As the army of searchers and recovery workers surged to more than 2,000, 
crews dug away at heaps of mud, boulders and debris, hoping to find seven people still missing. 


Arkansans 
in D.C. see 
intense ’18 


FRANK E. LOCKWOOD 
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 

WASHINGTON — 
Members of the Arkansas 
congressional delegation 
say the nation, with Presi- 
dent Donald Trump at the 
helm, has taken a turn for 
the better, but there’s still 
plenty of work to be done. 

In interviews, they list- 
ed some of the issues they 
hope to tackle in 2018. 

“I think the biggest pri- 
ority is the farm bill,” said 
U.S. Sen. John Boozman, 
a Republican from Rogers 
who serves on the Senate 
Agriculture Committee. 

The current farm bill, 
which passed early in 2014, 


See CONGRESS, Page 5A 


